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SUBJECT:     "Clothing  Problem"  -  Information  from  Extension  clothing  specialists  of 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

"Might  as  well  reach  for  the  moon!"  • 

Is  that  what  you  say  when  you  try  to  find  low-priced  clothing  these  days? 
When  you  look  for  firm,  fast -colored  prints  and  muslins    to  make  dresses  and  under- 
wear for  yourself  and  the  children? 

Well... in  so  far  as  wartime  conditions  will  permit ..  .something  is  "being  done 
about  the  clothing  problem.    Take  the  word  of  Extension  clothing  specialists  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

And  if  you  and  your  friends  and  your  neighbors  were  among  those  who  pretested 
about  the  shortages  of  low  and  moderate  priced  clothing  on  the  market  you  can  take 
some  of. the  credit  for  the  improvement.  As.  the- result,  of  these  protests .  .-  .government 
agencies  with  authority  to  see  that  the  goods  you  must  have  are  on  the  market  at 
reasonable  cost... are  doing  something  about  the  clothing  problem. 

Here's  hew  the  Extension  clothing  specialists  explain  the  situation.  First 
of  all... the  supply  of  yard  goods  for  use  on  the  home  front  has  actually  shrunk. 
There  are  three  reasons  for  this. 

One  -  it  takes  a  tremendou3  amount  of  yard  goods  to  keep  our  men  and  women  in 
uniform  supplied  with  warm  and  comfortable  clothing.    There  are  many  other  uses  for 
yard  goods  in  the  conduct  of  the  war.    Looms  that  would  ordinarily  turn  out  denim 
for  overalls  are  busy  these  days  turning  out  duck  for  tents.    So  a    lot  of  the 
goods  from  our  mills  goes  for  military  purposes. 

Two  -  the  mills  are  turning  out  less  yard  goods  than  they  did  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war.    Eeason  for  this  is  the  manpower  shortage.    The  mills  have  fewer 
men  and  women  to  handle  the  looms . 


Three  -  People  are  "buying  more  yard  goods  and  clothes  than  ever  "before... so 
the  demand  is  greater. 

But  something  else  happened  to  cause  the  clothing  prices  to  rise.    Within  the 
last  18  months... the  cost  of  clothing  went  up  eleven  percent.    One  reason  for  this 
vas  that  more  of  the  yard  goods  was  made  into  expensive  garment s ...  luxury  items. 
In  many  cases... the  goods  were  over -finished.    This  added  to  the  price.    When  goods 
is  used  to  make  expensive  clothing.  .  .and  when  there's  $u.st  a  certain  amount  of  good£ 
on  the  market .. .then  naturally  there's  less  goods  for  the  sturdy.. low  and  medium 
priced  clothing. 

So  government  agencies  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  the  home  front  stepped  in 
to  improve  the  situation.    As  a  result .. .within  the  next  few  months .. .more  yard 
goods  will  be  channeled  into  the  manufacture  of  low-priced  and  moderate -priced 
clothing.    You  may  expect  these  supplies  to  reach  the  stores  by  late  spring.  By 
September  you  should  be  able  to  get  the  clothing  you  need  in  low  and  moderate 
priced  groups.    You  can  see... of  course .. .that  wartime  shortages  will  make  it  im- 
possible for  you  to  get  some  of  the  materials  you  could  get  in  peacetime.    The  need 
for  goods  for  our  military  f orces . . . .the  shortage  of  manpower  in  the  mills... will 
make  that  impossible. 

It  will  be  your  responsibility  to  check  on  the  ceiling  price  and  on  the  qual- 
ity of  the  clothes  and  yard  goods  you  buy.  And  it  will  be  your  responsibility  to 
continue  your  support  of  the  clothing  program. 
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